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Raoul Wallenberg

Raoul Wallenberg Centennial Celebration Commission

Raoul Wallenberg is one of the major heroes of World War II. 
Recruited by the U.S. War Refugee Board under the guise of a 
Swedish diplomat, Wallenberg produced protective passports 
and provided shelter to Jews in Budapest who were in imminent 

danger of being deported to Auschwitz, and is credited with saving over 
100,000 lives.

As the world gears up for Wallenberg's centennial on August 4, 2012, we 
should remember and celebrate the fact that today, there are hundreds of 
thousands of American Jews who are the direct descendants of those Raoul 
Wallenberg saved. 

The Raoul Wallenberg Centennial Celebration Commission is an effort 
spearheaded by The Friedlander Group to recognize the heroism and sacrifice 
of Raoul Wallenberg and in honor of the centennial of his birth.

RWCCC has been working on a national campaign to highlight the incredible 
heroism exhibited by Raoul Wallenberg. The movement includes the 
ceremonial naming of public streets and other venues and a Congressional 
Gold Medal campaign to commemorate Wallenberg's 100th birthday.

The Raoul Wallenberg Centennial Celebration Commission is proud to work 
with leaders of the United States Congress to ensure passage of legislation to 
honor Raoul Wallenberg with the United States Congressional Gold Medal.
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On September 21, 2011, both the United States House of Representatives and the United States 

Senate introduced legislation to award Raoul Wallenberg with the Congressional Gold Medal.  The 

House version, H.R.3001, which was introduced and shepherded through by Representatives 

Gregory W. Meeks and Nan Hayworth of New York, was unanimously passed by a vote of 377-0 

on April 16, 2012. 

The Senate Bill, S.1591, introduced by Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, Senator Kirk, Senator Levin 

and Senator Johanns has garnered 68 cosponsors and is poised to pass the Senate in time for 

Wallenberg's centennial on August 4, 2012. The legislation recognizes Wallenberg’s extraordinary 

heroism during the waning days of World War II.  
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ANDREW E. STEVENS

THE CONFERENCE ON JEWISH MATERIAL CLAIMS AGAINST GERMANY

THE HONORABLE EMIL FISH

DR. DAVID MOSKOVITS

WALLENBERG COMMISION BOARD OF GOVENORS

Ken Abramowitz, Abe Biderman, Sidney Greenberger, Leon Goldenberg,
William Nussen, Peter Rebenwurzel, Stanely Treitel, Erol User, Jonathan Zalisky

SPECIAL HONORS



The Claims Conference
In 1952, The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, better known as the Claims 
Conference, which today comprises 26 international Jewish organizations, was able to bring 
West Germany to pay restitution to Jewish victims of Nazism. The RWCCC will be 
commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of the historic agreement between Germany and the 
Claims Conference at the luncheon by paying tribute to its leaders who continue to press 
Germany to meet its moral obligation to the Holocaust survivors.

Luncheon Co-chairman 
A
Fire Department's Board of Fire Commissioners and the Los Angeles County Judicial 
Procedures Commission. He is a hearing officer for the Los Angeles County Civil Service 
Commission, special advisor to Los Angeles County Sherrif Lee Baca and is President of 
Congregation Bais Naftoli. Mr. Friedman was born in Budapest, Hungary, to Holocaust 
survivor parents who immigrated to Los Angeles after the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. Mr. 

Friedman was a prominent sponsor of the restoration of the Kiskunfelegyhaza Cemetery in Hungary.

ndrew Friedman, Esq heads the Friedman Law Offices. He serves on the Los Angeles 

Paying Tribute

Honorees

Andrew E. Stevens  
The Nazis occupied Budapest when Andrew Stevens was just 16. After escaping forced 
labor, he became involved with falsifying forged documents, saving many Jewish lives, all 
the while risking his own. He was shot in the ankle escaping from Hungarian fascist police, 
the Arrow Cross. Mr. Stevens began working for Raoul Wallenberg when Wallenberg 
complained that he ran out of the official forms he had been using to save Jewish lives. The 
Hungarian resistance leader, Otto Komoly suggested the use of forged documents and 

Wallenberg agreed.  Stevens delivered the forged documents to Wallenberg's office at great risk. After the war, 
Mr. Stevens immigrated to the United States. After working many odd jobs, Mr. Stevens eventually became 
owner of a company that manages properties not only in the United States, but also abroad, including Brussels, 
Hong Kong, Guam and even Budapest. Andrew Stevens detailed his survival and participation in the 
underground resistance movement in his book Rebel with a Cause, published by Allied Artists.  



The Honorable Emil Fish 

Dr. David Moskovits

Emil Fish is the Founder and President of the Bardejov Jewish Preservation Committee, 
which works to preserve and create a memorial to the survivors of the Holocaust in the 
Jewish Suburbia in Bardejov, Slovakia, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  In addition, he 
owns and operates Fish Construction Co., Inc. and Regency Park Senior Living, Inc. in 
California. Mr. Fish has also served as President of: Congregation Shaarei Tefila, the 

Orthodox Union's West Coast Office, and Hillel Hebrew Academy. He also served as a member of the Jewish 
Community Relations Committee of the Los Angeles Jewish Federation. Mr. Fish, who was born in 
Bardejov,Slovakia, was caught and sent with his mother and sister to Bergen Belsen Concentration Camp, 
where he was later liberated in 1945. He immigrated and settled in the United States in 1955. On December 
23, 2009, he was appointed with the recommendation of the United States House of Representatives to the 
Commission to the Preservation of America's Heritage Abroad by President Obama.  As part of his 
responsibilities as Commissioner, Mr. Fish completed the restoration of significant Jewish properties, 
including the cemetery at Bardejov. He is now embarking on a campaign to erect a memorial for the Bardejov 
Jews who were killed in the Holocaust.

Dr. Moskovits is President of the Endowment for Democracy in Eastern Europe.  Active 
in Eastern Europe for the last 28 years, he established The American Endowment School 
in 1992, which is now celebrating 20 years of service to the Hungarian Jewish 
community.  Dr. Moskovitz is the recipient of the Jerusalem Price, the first officer's 
award of the government of Hungary.  President Reagan described Dr. Mokovits as a 

“true champion for democracy and humanitarian causes in East-Central Europe.”

Project Witness
Project Witness is a comprehensive nonprofit Holocaust resource center. It 
provides academically grounded and religiously sensitive Holocaust 
educational resources for diverse communities worldwide. Project Witness 

provides groundbreaking resources for Holocaust education while remaining deeply committed to a unique 
mission: exploring the spiritual, ethical, and intellectual responses of Holocaust survivors and victims. By 
focusing on the character, identity, and faith of survivors and victims, Project Witness serves to ensure that 
their legacy becomes our guide toward a more hopeful future.



Wallenberg Board of Governors

Kenneth S. Abramowitz is a co-founder and Managing General Partner of NGN Capital.  Mr. 
Abramowitz finds inspiration in Wallenberg's heroism, which inspires him on his personal 
mission, to never let the world forget the vulnerability and unfair treatment of Israel.  

Abe Biderman is the Managing Director of Eagle Advisers, Inc. He is the chairman of 
Shuvu/Return, a network of schools in Israel for Russian immigrants. He has previously chaired 
the Raoul Wallenberg Congressional Gold Medal Momentum Luncheon.

Leon Goldenberg, of Brooklyn, NY, was born to Holocaust survivors. Mr. Goldenberg has made it 
his mission to educate people on Raoul Wallenberg's heroism in memory of his siblings who were 
murdered in the Holocaust.

Sidney Greenberger is CEO of AristaCare. Mr. Greenberger, who hails from a prominent 
Hungarian family, has passionately advocated for the passage of the legislation awarding Raoul 
Wallenberg with the Congressional Gold Medal.

William Nussen is the President of Designs By FMC. Mr. Nussen is involved in various charitable 
organizations, including RCCS, and is a prominent advocate for at-risks teens.

Peter Rebenwurzel, New York City Real Estate executive and board member of Maimonides 
Medical Center, was born in Budapest to a family closely connected with Raoul Wallenberg.  His 
late father provided provisions to the Jews in the Budapest Ghetto. His father-in-law was directly  
saved by Raoul Wallenberg.  Mr. Rebenwurzel is a tireless advocate on behalf of the Wallenberg 
Commission.

Stanley Treitel is a prominent member of the Los Angeles community. He has played a major role 
in many political and charitable endeavors. He has advised countless officials on the United States' 
relationship with Israel. He has organized the Jerusalem Conference in Washington, D.C.

Erol User is a Turkish Investment Banker. He worked at the World Bank and the Turkish 
Government until he started his own company, USER Danismanlik. Mr. User is also an activist and 
advocate for human rights across the globe.
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