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Several hundred Jewish leaders from across the 
U.S. recently traveled to Washington, D.C., to of-
fer their gratitude to members of Congress for their 
staunch support of the U.S.-Israel relationship. Near-
ly two-dozen members of Congress participated.

The Iron Dome Congressional Tribute, which was 
coordinated by Ezra Friedlander and The Friedland-
er Group, was chaired by Robert Rechnitz, a prom-
inent Los Angeles-based Jewish philanthropist and 
businessman who is the principal of Bomel Com-
panies. 

The event celebrated the U.S.-Israel alliance and 
paid tribute to Congress for the Iron Dome Missile De-
fense System. It also featured a special tribute to the 
late Senator Daniel Inouye of Hawaii, who was a coura-
geous defender of the State of Israel, a stalwart support-
er of the U.S-Israel bond, and one of the individuals in-
strumental in securing U.S. funding for the Iron Dome. 

Among the many dignitaries participating in the 
event were Congressman Ed Royce of California, Sen-
ator Roger Wicker of Mississippi, Senator Rand Paul 
of Kentucky, Senator James Inhofe of Oklahoma, 

and Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen of Florida, 
Senator Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire, Sena-
tor Johnny Isakson of Georgia, Senator Joe Donnel-
ly of Indiana, and Senator Mark Pryor of Arkansas. 

In addition, the crowd heard from Tevi Troy, 
the former deputy secretary of the. Department 
of Health and Human Services and President 
George W. Bush’s liaison to the Jewish commu-
nity; Chaskel Bennett, a noted community lead-
er from Brooklyn; Congresswoman Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen of Florida; Congresswoman Ros-Lehtin-

en; Ambassador Michael 
Oren; Bill Thompson, 
Jr., former comptroller 
of New York City; Sena-
tor Brian Schatz of Ha-
waii; Senator Pat Rob-
erts of Kansas; Con-
gressman Eliot Engel 
of New York; R. James 
Woolsey, former director 
of the CIA; Congressman 
Trent Franks of Arizona; 
Rabbi Joseph Potasnik, 
executive vice president 
of the New York Board 
of Rabbis; Congressman 
Joe Kennedy, III of Mas-
sachusetts; Zachary Kel-
ly, President Obama’s li-
aison to the Jewish com-
munity; and Eric Lynn, 
a senior policy advisor 
on Mideast affairs at the 
State Department.

Bipartisan Group Of Lawmakers Celebrate U.S.-Israel Relationship

Andy Abel, director for Israeli, Palestinian and Jordanian Affairs for the National Security Staff, giving a briefi ng at 
the White House.
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(L-R) Ambassador Michael Oren; Rober Rechnitz, chairman 
of the Iron Dome Congressional Tribute; Stanley Treitel; 
Irene Inouye; Minister Akira Chiba from Japan’s embas-
sy to the U.S.; Phil Rosen, emcee of the event; Honorable 
Emil Fish; Jona Rechnitz; and Ezra Friedlander, CEO of 
the Friedlander Group.


