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YERUSHALAYIM – As the IDF

continued its investigation of the
incident in which a senior officer
struck a protester while defending himself from attack, dozens of
fellow soldiers have rallied
behind the commander whose
career now hangs in the balance.

Britain Says Will Deport
Radical Cleric Abu Qatada
Bin Laden’s “right-hand man in
Europe” would return to Jordan,
where he was convicted.
More on page D3

SEE EDITORIAL

Yesterday, 83 reserve officers
sent a letter to IDF Chief of Staff
Benny Gantz and Defense
Minister Ehud Barak expressing
their “support and appreciation”
for Lt. Col. Shalom Eisner. They
attested in the letter that
throughout his military career,
Eisner has “safeguarded the values and spirit of the IDF” and

Sleepy Air Canada Pilot
Dives Plane; 16 Injured
The confused co-pilot mistook
the planet Venus for an
approaching military plane.
More on page D4

Top Republicans in Congress
Finally Embrace Romney
House Speaker John Boehner
and Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell endorse him.
More on page D6

‘Fare’ Taxi Technology for
Visually Impaired
Passengers
New software enables visuallyimpaired riders to access the
credit card payment system.
More on page D12

Admitted Subway Plotter
Testifies at NYC Trial
Najibullah Zazi made an oath
to “fight alongside the Taliban”
after listening to sermons.
More on page D18

Fayyad Backs Out of Israel
Meeting at Last Minute
It was to have been the highestlevel talk since formal
negotiations reached an
impasse in 2010.
More on page D24
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Thousands of chassidei Vizhnitz gathered at the Kosel on Monday night for tefillah and song, led by the Rebbe, shlita.

Continued on page D25

In Tribute
Stung by Gas Major Jewish Organizations
Prices, Obama Issue Renewed Plea for Pollard To Rick
to the president this week urging
BY HAMODIA STAFF
Seeks New
clemency on humanitarian Santorum
joining
previous
– As part of a broad, grounds,
ratcheted-up effort to end what is released statements by the OPINION
Oil Market
now widely seen as a travesty of National Council of Young Israel
justice, major Jewish organiza- and the Conference of Presidents BY YOCHONON DONN
Crackdown
tions from across the spectrum of Major American Jewish
NEW YORK

WASHINGTON
(Reuters)
–
President Barack Obama, whose
political fortunes are threatened
by rising gasoline prices, proposed
new measures yesterday to reduce
oil market manipulation that are
unlikely to get support from a
divided Congress.
Obama called on lawmakers to
raise civil and criminal penalties
on individuals and companies
involved in manipulative practices.
He also pressed for more
money to fund the agency charged
with policing the markets to hire
“more cops” for oversight and
upgrade old technology.
“We can’t afford a situation
where speculators artificially

Continued on page D7

have released statements and sent
letters to President Obama on
behalf of an ailing Jonathan
Pollard.
Agudath Israel of America and
the Orthodox Union wrote letters

Organizations.
In his letter to the White House,
Rabbi Chaim Dovid Zwiebel,
Executive Vice President of
Agudath Israel of America, noted

from both Republicans and
Democrats. The Congressional
Gold Medal is one of the highest
civilian decorations in the United
States, awarded to an individual
who performs an outstanding

Mitt Romney cracked the 30point ceiling for the first time last
week.
For those not following the
Republican presidential nominating contest, that means that
the man who flitted in and out of
liberalism for the past decade has
finally received the key Tea Party
blessing for the first time.
The conclusion of the race is
nearly as strange as its long, twisted path would suggest. Rick
Santorum, the candidate clearly
liked by the party base, pulled out
last Tuesday for lack of a path forward, paving the way for a deeply
unpopular former Massachusetts
governor who once challenged
Ted Kennedy’s assertion regard-

Continued on page D12

Continued on page D6

Continued on page D9

House Unanimous: Cong.
Gold Medal to Wallenberg
WASHINGTON, D.C. – In honor of
Holocaust Remembrance Day,
the House of Representatives
unanimously passed the Raoul
Wallenberg
Centennial
Celebration Act by a vote of 3770, with overwhelming support
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Raoul Wallenberg’s legacy is the million descendants of those who were spared by his bold and timely
action. Through him, all of humanity gained a great victory against evil” — Congresswoman Nan Hayworth

‘Fare’ Taxi Technology for
Visually Impaired Passengers
YORK,
N.Y.
–
Groundbreaking
software
enhancements were unveiled
yesterday, designed to enable
blind and visually-impaired taxi
riders to independently access
the credit card payment system
and other technology features in
New York’s yellow medallion
taxicabs as well as taxi fleets
around
the
nation.
The
announcement was made yesterday by Council member James
Vacca, Chair of the Council
Transportation Committee, and
former New York Governor
David Paterson.
The adaptive software, developed by Creative Mobile
Technologies
(CMT)
and
Lighthouse International, allows
passengers to hear the meter
change at regular intervals during the trip and facilitates all
aspects of the credit card or cash
payment. The features include
selection of payment options,
verification of fare and selection
of tip percentages. CMT’s audible
touch screen system has large,
easy-to-navigate sections that
are prompted by step-by-step
spoken instructions.
“I know that New York City is
one of the most difficult places
for blind and visually-impaired
individuals to navigate, because
my own father was blind. This
issue is personal for me,” said
Vacca. Prior to implementation
of this new software, blind and
visually-impaired
passengers

NEW

William Alatriste New York City Council

Council Member Vacca and Former Governor Paterson testing the new
Audible Touch Screen Taxi Technology for the Blind and Visually Impaired

who chose to use credit cards
were forced to rely on cab drivers
to swipe their card and enter the
correct amount, including tip.
Not only is this a violation of current TLC rules, but also it exposes the visually-impaired passenger to the potential for fraudulent transactions, including overpayment.
In addition to its NYC rollout,
CMT also plans to introduce
software in 4,500 credit card and
payment systems in taxis around
the country including Chicago,
Boston,
San
Francisco,
Philadelphia, Anaheim, Detroit,
Kansas City, Columbus and
Charlotte.

“Having a credit card system
that talks will make riding in a
taxi more accessible, enabling
me to pay by credit card independently. I applaud the efforts
of Council Member Vacca and
Creative Mobile Technologies
for making this possible,” said
Ellen Rubin, independent access
consultant.
Said Commissioner David
Yassky, Chairman of the Taxi and
Limousine Commission. “This is
another good example of leveraging technology to help overcome
barriers to accessibility, and we
look forward to working with the
tech community to [make] taxis
more accessible to everyone.”

Greenfield: Funding Cuts ‘Punish’
Special-Needs Students
BROOKLYN, N.Y. – Councilman
David G. Greenfield (DBrooklyn) is asking the city
Department of Education (DOE)
to reconsider its decision to no
longer reimburse parents for the
educational and therapeutic
aspects of summer camps attended by many special-needs students each year. Since the policy
decision was made, Greenfield
has heard from many concerned
parents who rely on summer
camp to continue their child’s
education, but are unable to
afford full summer camp tuition.
“Once again, special-needs

students and their parents are
being unfairly targeted by the city
in hopes of saving a few dollars,
without regard for the impact
this decision will have on the
children. … I am asking that the
DOE rethink this terrible decision and do what is best for our
children, instead of turning to
them to balance the budget,” said
Greenfield.
The decision was labeled as a
cost-savings measure by the
DOE, although the city was only
responsible for the portion of
summer camp tuition that covered educational components of

the curriculum; parents are
responsible for the rest of the bill.
In the end, DOE’s decision could
end up costing the city money, if
more parents enroll their specialneeds children in DOE summer
programs or in private schools,
for which the city reimburses
parents.
The decision is expected to
have a detrimental impact on
hundreds of children who rely on
the camps as a way to expand
their boundaries and continue
their year-round education and
growth in a setting outside the
city.

House Unanimous: Cong. Gold
Medal to Wallenberg
Continued from page D1

deed or act of service to the security, prosperity, and national
interest of the United States.
The bill was sponsored by New
York Congressman Gregory W.
Meeks and Congresswoman Nan
Hayworth. With Senate consent,
this bill will bestow the
Congressional Gold Medal on a
hero who is credited with saving
100,000 Jewish lives during the
Nazi occupation of Hungary in
World War II.
Raoul Wallenberg was the
Swedish envoy to Budapest on a
diplomatic mission established in
collaboration with the American
War Refugee Board and the
American
Jewish
Joint
Distribution Committee to initiate a rescue operation for Jews in
Nazi-occupied Hungary. Over
400,000 Hungarian Jews had
already been deported to Nazi
death camps by the time
Wallenberg arrived in Budapest.
Through issuance of fake
Swedish “protective passes” and
sheltering in official Swedish
diplomatic houses, Wallenberg
unrelentingly sought to save Jews
from the Germans and their
accomplices, risking his own life
numerous times in the process.
Many prominent Hungarian
Rabbanim were among those
saved by Wallenberg including,
zt”l, Rav Yisroel Weltz, who was
Rosh Beis Din in Budapest; Rav
Yonosen Shteif, who led the
Viener Kehillah, as well as the
previous Liska Rav.
Many prominent Americans
owe their lives to Wallenberg’s
heroic actions, including the late
Congressman Tom Lantos.
In 1945, during the Soviet siege
of Budapest, Wallenberg was
detained by Soviet authorities on
suspicion of espionage and was
never heard from again.
Congresswoman Hayworth and
Congressman Meeks and other
supporters of the bill believe that
awarding the Congressional Gold
Medal during the centennial celebration of Wallenberg’s birth is a
fitting memorial to a man to
whom so many Americans owe
their lives.
Said Congressman Meeks,
“Through passage of this legislation, Congress can honor a true
humanitarian for the sake of his
family and the thousands of survivors who owe their lives to him.
I am proud to be a part of the
international commemoration of
this great human being.

“Wallenberg’s ultimate fate is
unknown and awarding the
Congressional Gold Medal during
the Centennial celebration of his
birth is the best opportunity to
resolve the mystery ... I call on the
Russian authorities to help us figure out the true circumstances of
his disappearance and his death.”
Meeks expressed his thanks to
the more than 300 colleagues who
cosponsored this bill, especially
Congresswoman Nan Hayworth.
He also expressed gratitude to the
Raoul Wallenberg Centennial
Celebration Commission headed
by Ezra Friedlander, the
American Jewish Committee, the
Jewish Federations of North
America, the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee,
the Lantos Foundation, the Univ.
of Michigan, and the Hungarian
and Swedish ambassadors for
their work on this legislation.
“Raoul Wallenberg lived in the
20th century, but his acts of
courage and moral integrity continue to inspire us in the 21st century,” Congresswoman Hayworth
noted. “He undertook enormous
personal risk, which almost
undoubtedly cost him his life, in
order to save innocent people
who were being persecuted solely
because of their faith. Raoul
Wallenberg’s legacy is the million
descendants of those who were
spared by his bold and timely
action. Through him, all of
humanity gained a great victory
against evil. Raoul Wallenberg
richly deserves the Congressional
Gold Medal, one of our country’s
highest civilian decorations, and
today’s vote moves us one step
closer to bestowing this honor
upon him.”
Ezra Friedlander, CEO of The
Friedlander Group remarked that
“the process leading up to this
vote was an emotional opportunity for the Wallenberg Board that
consist of individuals with a direct
connection to Wallenberg like
Peter
Rebenwurzel,
Leon
Goldenberg, Sidney Greenberg,
Erol User and Ken Abramowitz to
thank members of Congress,
especially Nan Hayworth and
Gregory Meeks and their respective staffs for honoring a hero
whose selfless sacrifice and heroism directly saved their families
and is still remembered close to
70 years after the fact.”
Flushing Bank and Health Plus
are corporate sponsors of the
Wallenberg Commission.

