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Conference of Presidents Welcomes
Gilad Shalit on First Visit
NEW YORK, N.Y. -

The Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations welcomed Sergeant Major
Gilad Shalit to his extended Jewish family
as they marked his release only eight
months ago after more than five years in
captivity by Hamas terrorists.
Gilad Shalit took the podium with a shy
smile to thank everybody for their efforts
for his release and to express his gratitude
that so many people worked tirelessly to get
him released.
He said he knew of some of the efforts
through Arabic broadcasts, but not of their
extent. That he had learned about in a video,
Five Years to Freedom, which catalogued
rallies, demonstrations and public displays
on his behalf. These included a digital billboard in Times Square and the True
Freedom Flotilla — a rally on water that
sailed the East River — as well as the proclamation of Gilad Shalit Day by members of
the New York City Council at City Hall on
September 7, 2011.
Scores of leaders of the Conference’s
member organizations were greeted by
Deputy Consul General of Israel, Shlomi
Kofman and by noted newspaper columnist
Arik Henig, who arranged Shalit’s trip.
Conference of Presidents Chairman,
Richard B. Stone, addressed attendees, stating that the Jewish community made
Gilad’s freedom “a daily priority,” and that

although there is nothing that could be
done to compensate him for the trauma he
endured, he had had the company of thousands of Jews the world over, whose
thoughts and prayers were with him every
day he was kept from his community, his
country and his family.
Executive Vice Chairman of the
Conference of Presidents Malcolm
Hoenlein presented Gilad Shalit with two
gifts: a six-inch-thick volume, Letters to
Gilad, which chronicles tens of thousands
of letters collected during his captivity, and
a volume of Pirkei Avos–Ethics of the
Fathers. Mr. Hoenlein expressed the sentiment that Gilad had brought unity to
Jewish people everywhere.
Shalit said he had been so busy that he
had not realized this was the sixth anniversary of his capture. Hoenlein expressed the
hope that in the future Gilad’s life would be
so full and happy that he will always forget
that anniversary. Mr. Hoenlein stated that it
is the lessons and important messages in
the Ethics of the Fathers that motivate the
Jewish people everyday to care for others,
including all that the community did for
Shalit. Although Gilad suffered at the hands
of his captors, Hoenlein said, it is his captors
who are truly imprisoned — by the blind
hatred that drove them to take a soldier
from his country, a Jew from his community and a child from his family.
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New York Briefs
Unemployed Man Who Saved Toddler
Offered Full-Time Job
NEW YORK (AP) – An unemployed New

Yorker who rescued a toddler from the
subway tracks got a full-time job a day
after his heroic act.
Delroy Simmonds says he was just
doing the right thing when he pulled the
boy to safety just before the train arrived.
But his new boss says it showed
Simmonds had a lot of character.
Simmonds rescued the child after a
gust of wind knocked little David
Zamara’s stroller off a subway platform in
Brooklyn Tuesday afternoon.
Simmonds had been unemployed for
more than a year. After his good deed, job
offers started pouring in. He accepted a
maintenance job from ABM Janitorial
Services at Kennedy Airport.

Section of Rte. 17 Near Monticello
Reopened After Blasting
THOMPSON, N.Y. (AP/Hamodia) – A stretch
of highway in the Catskills which is heavily trafficked beginning this week,
reopened yesterday after being shut
down for more than three hours while
crews conducted blasting operations for
rock excavation.
The
state
Department
of
Transportation said that all lanes on
Route 17 between exits 107 and 108 just
outside the Sullivan County village of
Monticello were closed from 9:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. yesterday. Detours were in place
during the closures.
The blasting is part of the ongoing
work to replace the bridge over the
Neversink River. Construction crews
have been working for weeks along that
stretch of Route 17 as part of the project
that’s converting the highway’s eastern
into Interstate 86.

8 Airport Screeners Fired
At Newark Airport
NEWARK, N.J. (AP) – Officials have fired
eight screeners at Newark Liberty
International Airport in New Jersey after
they were captured by surveillance cameras sleeping or violating other standards.
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The
Transportation
Security
Administration had suspended the
employees after they were videotaped in
a baggage room in December. Their
union tells The Star-Ledger of Newark all
eight would appeal their dismissals.
Meanwhile, the newspaper reports
the TSA also is looking into photographs
of screening supervisors who appear to
be sleeping in front of monitors used for
detecting explosives and other threats.
Two of the supervisors say they were
not working at the time the photos were
taken.

N.J. Faces Another Weekend Heat
Wave
TRENTON, N.J. (AP) – Forecasters are predicting hazy, hot and humid weather conditions in New Jersey on the first weekend of July.
The National Weather Service says the
heat began to build yesterday, will
increase today and last through the weekend.
An excessive heat warning will take
effect from noon today until 8 p.m.
Sunday for counties along the Delaware
River. Temperatures in the 90s are
expected to combine with humidity to
make it feel like 100 degrees.

Appeals Court Overturns
NYC Accessible Taxi Ruling
NEW YORK (AP) – A federal appeals court

has struck down a ruling that would have
required New York City to give taxi
licenses only to wheelchair-accessible
vehicles.
The Second U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled yesterday that the
Americans with Disabilities Act doesn’t
require the city to demand that cabbies
serve the disabled.
The court ruled that the ADA only bars
the city from discriminating against disabled people seeking a license to drive a
cab. The lower court ruling had called
access to wheelchair-friendly cabs “a
basic civil right.”
The director of litigation for Disability
Rights Advocates says he’s disappointed.
But Sid Wolinsky believes his group could
still win the case through other arguments that weren’t addressed by the
court.

Camp Season Begins
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Hungarian officials representing the Foreign Ministry and the Hungarian Jewish community visited
13th Avenue, which is to be renamed "Wallenberg Way.” The legislation to rename 13th Avenue
after the WWII hero was introduced by Council members David Greenfield and Brad Lander.
Greenfield led the group on a walking tour of the district. L-R: Simcha Eichenstein, office of the NYS
Comptroller; Leon Goldenberg, Board Member, Wallenberg Commission; David Bohm, advisor,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Hungary; Yitzchok Fleischer, Commissioner, American Heritage
Abroad; Greenfield; Peter Rebenwurzel, Board Member, Wallenberg Commission; Sidney
Greenberger, Board Member, Wallenberg Commission; Jonathan Zalisky, Healthplus Amerigroup;
Ezra Friedlander, CEO, The Friedlander Group.

Court Upholds Terror
Lawyer’s Prison Sentence
NEW YORK (AP) – A federal appeals court

has upheld a harsher sentence for a civil
rights lawyer convicted in a terrorism
case.
The court says it was fair to boost Lynne
Stewart’s sentence to 10 years in prison
from the just over two years she had faced
before.
The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
Manhattan said yesterday that it disagreed
with Stewart’s claim that her sentence was

“shockingly high.” It is accusing the nowdisbarred lawyer of exhibiting a “stark
inability to understand the seriousness of
her crimes.”
The appeals court says Stewart placed
lives in danger when she allowed a blind
Egyptian sheik serving a life sentence for
terrorism crimes to communicate with
followers. She was convicted in 2005 of
conspiracy and providing material support to terrorists.
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Bachurim from Yeshivas Chasan Sofer in Boro Park leaving for camp yesterday morning.

