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EZRA FRIEDLANDER

Millions of words are being
written right now about the late
Elie Wiesel, 2”1, by figures rang-
ing from world statesmen to
celebrities of every stripe.

My own brief encounter with
Mr. Wiesel and the way it trans-
pired made an indelible, if not
haunting, impression on me.
It took place at the annual din-
ner of the Crown Heights-based
Bnos Menachem school for girls,
where he was the featured key-
note speaker.

I noticed him sitting quietly
at the reception and decided
to approach him. Like so many
others, I was familiar with Mr.
Wiesel’s work but had never
met him. Because he had already
spoken and written so much
about the Holocaust, I felt that
to engage him in a conversa-
tion about the Holocaust would
not yield anything new, and he
looked frail and exhausted.

When I approached him to

ELIE WIESEL: AN ELOQUENT SURVIVOR
A Final Message From Elie Wiesel

Wiesel, what do you think about
every day?”

I figured that the answer to
this question would let me know
what was most important to
him. He looked up at me with
tired eyes and replied, “I put on
tefillin every morning and I am a
Vizhnitzer chassid.” His father,
he said, had been a Vizhnitzer
chassid and he therefore had
an affinity for the Vizhnitzer
Rebbes that he knew.

It was clear to me that he was
conveying a message. It was a
defining statement for Elie Wie-
sel.

Like many other Holocaust
survivors, Elie Wiesel had strug-
gled with his faith following the
Holocaust. By telling me that
he was a Vizhnitzer chassid and
put on tefillin, he was letting the
world know that he had made
peace with what he had experi-
enced.

Ezra Friedlander is the CEO of The
Friedlander Group, a NYC and
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IN MEMORIAM

Tue Museum oF JEwisH HERITAGE
A Livine MEMORIAL TO THE HorLocAausT
MOURNS THE LOSS OF ELiE WiESEL Z7L.

MAY HIS MEMORY BE A BLESSING.

“Enter this place, passerby, and meet those who survived the nightmare.

Meet them and learn from them how they built on ruins.
Where did they find the courage to renew a covenant with society
and invoke hope for humanity’s future?

1 look at their children — I am moved to tears.

1 think of the killers — I am moved to anger.

1 think of the victims — I am moved to despair.

But, then I think of our children and I am moved to hope.”

— EvLiE WiEsEL, HoNORARY CHAIRMAN OF THE

Museum oF Jewisu Heritace — A Livine MEmoriaL To THE HoLocausT,

AT THE DEDICATION OF THE MUSEUM ON SEPTEMBER II, 1997
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HERITAGE HOLOCAUST

Bnos Menachem School for girls
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