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It was a special day at Pomegran-
ate when the Brooklyn Borough Presi-
dent Marty Markowitz came for a visit. 

His purpose was to recognize the part-
nership of Pomegranate, a state-of-the-
art food emporium, and HASC Center, 

an agency that provides 
a full range of services to 
people with developmen-
tal disabilities.

Markowitz delivered 
a proclamation honoring 
the store for providing em-
ployment for special needs 
individuals. In conjunc-
tion with HASC Center’s 
Supported Employment 
Program, Pomegranate 
has given Yitzchak, one 
of its program partici-
pants, a unique opportu-
nity to realize his dream, 
a dream like so many oth-
ers have, to gain employ-
ment and earn a living. 
Yitzchok, who was pres-
ent at the reading of this 
proclamation, shared his 
feelings of happiness with 
the Borough president.

Avraham Banda, pro-
prietor of Pomegranate, 
expressed his satisfaction 
with this exceptional pro-
gram and specifi cally with 
his dedicated employee. 
Representing HASC Cen-
ter were Abe Eisner, pres-
ident, board of directors; 
Shmiel Kahn, executive 
director; Dr. Chaim Wak-
slak, clinical director; Avi 
Sacks, associate executive 
director; Suri Englard, di-
rector of day services; Yis-
roel Rosenthal, supervisor, 
supported employment 
and Motti Rosenthal, Yitz-
chok’s residence manager.

Goldie Foxman, Yitz-
chok’s service coordina-
tor, said that “thanks to 
Pomegranate and HASC 
Center, Yitzchok has 
clearly advanced and be-
come a productive mem-
ber of society.”

HASC Center’s sup-
ported employment pro-
gram, funded by the NYS 
Offi ce of People with De-
velopmental Disabilities 
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Each summer for the last nine years, 
entertainer and singer Shloime Dachs 
and his wife Libby have sponsored a 
BBQ and Chinese auction on behalf of 
the children of Ohel-Bais Ezra. It start-
ed out as a small gathering in their 
home and has grown into 
a community event held 
at the Agudah shul on 
Avenue L.

This year’s event was 
attended by members of 
the board of directors, lo-
cal residents, and Ohel 
consumers. Many corpo-
rate sponsors have giv-
en their support to help 
bring more money to the 
programs of Ohel. One of 
the main beneficiaries 
of the BBQ is the Ohel 
summer program and 
camp that allows needy 
children to enjoy a sum-
mer experience.

The BBQ included parve and 
fl eishig grill, salads and desserts and 

an a capella choir called “Shira.” 
Shloime made a siyum on Mesech-

tas Makkos and spoke of the great ben-
efi t of teffi la. The siyum included the 
part of the Gemara that tells of Rab-
bi Akiva’s strong faith and belief that 

the need for the Nine Days would soon 
end and that we would have the Beis 
Hamikdash again speedily in our days.

BBQ Benefi t Raises Money For Ohel

Borough President Salutes HASC 
And Pomegranate
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(L-R) Ohel Board of Directors member Meir Laufer; Ohel 
President Moshe Hellman; Shloime Dachs; Ohel CEO Da-
vid Mandel, Ohel.
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