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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE  

MORIAH CLASS OF  
2017! 

Moriah Middle School ‘16-’17 in review 

2016 Yeshiva Science Congress - 1st, 3rd place • 
Tri-School Robotics Tournament - 1st place • 
JKHA Math Masters Tournament - 3rd place • 
1,500+ chesed and talmud Torah hours fulfilled 
this year by the 8th grade • 9th siyum of Sefer 

Hamitzvot • $20,000+ raised for Yachad • 
$6,000+ raised for Chai Lifeline • Grinspoon 

Award for Excellence in Jewish Education awarded 
to Rachel Schwartz, English Department Head • 

Kohelet Prize for Differentiated Instruction 
awarded to Rabbi Yoni Fein, Assistant Principal of 

Judaic Studies & Jewish Life   

NATIONAL NEWS

Jewish and Christian Leaders, 
Legislators Honor Life on Capitol Hill
By Cheyenne Plott

On June 15, dozens of Jewish leaders 
from Brazil, Mexico, Russia, Israel and the 
U.S., along with Christian leaders and legis-
lators, gathered on Capitol Hill in honor of 
the 40th anniversary of EFRAT (http://www.
efrat.org.il/english/), an innovative Israe-
li organization dedicated to helping Israeli 
women choose life for their babies. EFRAT 
accomplishes this mission through educat-
ing women and the public; easing the emo-
tional pressure through counseling; and 
providing food, housing and needed equip-
ment, such as strollers and cribs. While the 
celebration included speeches from U.S. leg-
islators, the main emphasis was to honor 
the heart and soul of EFRAT: President Dr. 
Eli Schussheim and Mr. Woli Stern, the di-
rector (Brazil). The event was coordinated by 
The Friedlander Group.

When the Israeli Parliament legalized 
abortion in 1977, Dr. Eli Schussheim, who 
had chosen to be a surgeon in order to save 
lives, was deeply grieved that 60,000 preg-
nancies were being terminated each year. 
He teamed up with Herschel Feigenbaum, 
the founder of EFRAT and a Holocaust sur-
vivor, to seek an increase in the Jewish birth-
rate by decreasing the number of abortions.

To date, EFRAT has saved more than 
70,000 lives. In Israel, this is the equivalent 
of saving an entire city.

After an opening prayer for the victims 
of the recent shooting attack at a congres-
sional baseball practice, U.S. Representatives 

Trent Franks (R-AZ), Doug Lamborn (R-CO), 
Andy Biggs (R-AZ), Louie Gohmert (R-TX), 
Doug Collins (R-GA) and Senator Rand Paul 
(R-KY) delivered remarks championing the 
cause of life and praising EFRAT for its suc-
cesses. “We need more groups like yours,” 
said Rep. Andy Biggs (R-AZ). Senator Rand 
Paul (R-KY) discussed how fundamental the 
right to life is, saying, “It’s hard to fi gure out 
how to get to all these other rights [free-
dom of religion, freedom of speech, etc.] 

when you don’t exist.” Many of the legisla-
tors echoed what Rep. Trent Franks (R-AZ) ar-
ticulated: every child “has the image of God 
stamped on his soul.”

Among the Jewish and Christian lead-
ers present, Richard Hellman, founder of 
the Christians’ Israel Public Action Cam-
paign (CIPAC), described the importance 
of having a thriving Jewish population and 
that it’s “important for Israel to be a Jewish 
state—free, democratic, respecting the same 

Judeo-Christian values that we do here in 
the United States.” Joshua London, the co-di-
rector of government relations for the Zion-
ist Organization of America (ZOA), under-
scored the signifi cance of a growing Jewish 
population, saying that EFRAT is the “most 
effective organization at attempting to solve 
a holy demographic issue.”

Dr. Eli Schussheim’s eyes danced quietly 
as he listened to each speaker, and when it 
was his turn to deliver remarks, he did not 
hold back. “He roars like a lion” when he 
speaks of life, concluded Rabbi Abba Cohen. 
Dr. Schussheim honored his friend and long-
time nonprofi t partner, Woli Stern, who has 
directly saved more than 6,300 lives. In a 
powerful moment, Dr. Schussheim present-
ed Stern with a “Book of Life” listing all the 
names of the children saved through his ef-
forts, and he tearfully and joyfully noted 
that many of these children were now hav-
ing children of their own. Dr. Schussheim 
grieved the fact that Israel is still losing 
about 40,000 lives to abortion each year, but 
he remains hopeful that EFRAT will contin-
ue to expand their great work as they look 
to the future.

The event concluded by honoring the 
generous supporters of EFRAT who, along 
with Dr. Schussheim and Stern, are the mod-
ern-day Miriam, saving the lives of Jewish 
babies whose mothers think they have no 
other option.

Rabbi Baruch Valt of Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
noted that “an orphan nation is a nation 
without children.” EFRAT’s mission is cen-
tral to ensuring that Israel never becomes an 
orphan nation. EFRAT’s work is not only cru-
cial to maintaining the Jewish state, but also 
a profound example to the rest of the world 
for how to create a culture of life.
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