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ARI NOE, 32, is the CEO of OTR Media Group a leading outdoor 
advertising company now in its eighth year of operation.  The company's 
expertise includes the allocation of bulletins, wallscapes, spectacular 
banners and construction bridge wraps in prime locations in the New York 
City market.  OTR Media Group also specializes in providing media sales 
and billboard maintenance.  
Mr. Noe, and his dear wife Sarah, are the proud parents of three children, 
Zyshe, 8, Frimy, 6, and Etty, 4.  Ari is a passionate supporter of various 
Torah institutions and is held in high esteem by the leading rabbinical 
figures both in Israel and in the United States. As a past honoree of Chai 
Lifeline, Ari is devoted to charitable causes pertaining to children. Ari is 
strongly committed to the enhancement of the quality of life in our city and 
serves as a close confidant to several prominent elected officials.  
Ari entertains at weddings where he utilizes his poetic, lyrical and 
charismatic talents to enhance the joy and spirit of these joyous occasions. 
This talent runs in the family as his father-in-law is the world renowned 
Jewish entertainer Reb Yankel Miller.  

GEOFF BOOTH joined the New York Post as General Manager in July of 
2001. As General Manager, Geoff oversees the paper’s advertising, 
marketing, circulation, information technology, production and finance 
departments. Prior to joining The Post, Geoff was the Financial Controller 
and Company Secretary of The Herald and Weekly Times, Ltd. in 
Melbourne, Australia, also a subsidiary of News Corp. A native of 
Queensland, Geoff began his career in the publishing business in 1980 
when he worked for Gold Coast Publications before taking his position at 
The Herald and Weekly Times in 1999.
Mr. Geoff currently resides in Manhattan with his wife Nicole and their 
two daughters, Chelsea and Molly.

ELIE HIRSCHFELD
B e i t a r  B u i l d e r  A w a r d

MARK APPEL
D i n n e r  C h a i r
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MARK MEYER APPEL is the president of the Omaha Group, an 
investment banking company specializing in commercial real estate 
development in New York, New Jersey, and South Florida. For over 
twenty years, Mark Appel has been a leading advocate for children with 
special needs and has been the chairman of C.H.A.P.S. Organization, 
which provides essential services to the developmentally delayed 
population. In addition Mark Appel has served under the Giuliani and 
Bloomberg Administration as a trustee of the New York City Health and 
Hospital System. Mark Appel resides on the Upper West Side and is 
blessed with two beautiful children, Yitzchok and Fayge. 

ELIE HIRSCHFELD is the president of Hirschfeld Properties, LLC. 
Hirschfeld Properties is an owner of real estate, developing projects in 
the NYC metropolitan area, which include office buildings, hotels, 
multi-family residential buildings, land, parking facilities, and retail 
projects. These projects, amongst others, have an aggregate value in 
excess of one billion dollars. Elie was instrumental in facilitating the 
construction of the Hirschfeld Family Park, located in Beitar, currently 
in the final stages of completion. Elie and his wife Susan live in New 
York City with their children Benjamin, Jonathan and Matthew, while 
Daniella and David are grown.

RUBEN MARGULES
Defender of  I srael  Award

RUBEN MARGULES, an ardent religious Zionist, is the president of 
ZOA of Brooklyn. As a member of the Manhattan Beach Jewish Center, 
he supports many religious and educational institutions in the USA and 
Israel. He is an active member on the following boards: Shulamith High 
School, Emunah of America, Yeshiva of Manhattan Beach, and Yeshiva 
Shavei Chevron. Ruben Margules is the principal of ARM Capital 
Resources, where he is involved in the acquisition and management of 
real estate. 

RON RETTNER
Beitar Appreciation Award

RONALD RETTNER and his wife Karen have two children-Matthew a senior 
in college and Meredith a senior in high school. He is a partner in a real estate 
investment and management firm and has served as director of the Morris B. 
Rettner Foundation named in memory of his father. He serves on many civic 
and charitable boards including the National Council of Arts & Sciences and 
New York Cabinet of Washington University in St. Louis, the Downtown 
Development Commission of the City of New Rochelle, NY and the Zoning 
Board of Appeals of Rye Brook, NY. He has been active politically serving as a 
surrogate speaker for former President George H. W. Bush and former Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani as well as  national Pro-Israel advocacy groups, in addition to 
guest lecturing on many topics including the "application of arts and science 
education in business."

EDDIE SHAMAH
B e i t a r  L e a d e r s h i p  A w a r d
EDDIE SHAMAH, and his lovely wife HELEN are pillars in the Sephardic 
Syrian Community of both Brooklyn, NY and Deal, NJ. They have four 
children: Renee, married to Jack Menashe; Margaret, married to Jack 
Ashkenazi; Albert, engaged to Rosy Mandil; Jamie, married to Isaac Dweck. 
They have seven grandchildren. Eddie has been vigorously committed to the 
development and growth of the vibrant Sephardic community. He served as 
Vice President of Magen David Yeshiva for over 25 years. Currently, he serves 
as Treasurer of the Sephardic Angel Fund and board member of the Restless 
Leg Foundation. The Sephardic Community Center and Sephardic Bikur 
Holim have also been beneficiaries of Eddie’s leadership. Helen is a very 
devoted member of the Sephardic Community Center. Mr. Shamah has been 
involved in the family business for 35 years, and recently accepted the 
chairmanship of the Sephardic Friends of Beitar.

JOSEPH B. SPRUNG
B e i t a r  H u m a n i t a r i a n  A w a r d

JOSEPH B. SPRUNG is the current Chairman & past President of the 
Executive committee of Chai-Lifeline Camp Simcha, the renowned 
organization that services children with terminal diseases. He is a regional chair 
for Children of Chernobyl, a board member of the Israel Tribute Committee & 
the Fifth Avenue Synagogue, and a founding member of the Hampton and 
New York Synagogues. Mr. Sprung is the Founder of Bears4Kids, an 
organization that visits & distributes bears to hospitalized children worldwide. 
He is the proud father of Lori, Adam & Jennifer, & the proud son of Sally & 
Ben Sprung. On a professional level, Mr. Sprung is the founder of JBS Financial 
Services which is a consulting and Investment Banking Company located in 
Manhattan. As chairman of the Beitar Illit Emergency Medical Center, he is 
able to combine his love for the State of Israel & helping those less fortunate.


