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BY: ARIELLE PLONSKE

In November of 2012, the
world’s eyes were fixed on Israel.
With over 1,500 rockets from
Gaza bearing down on Israeli
civilians, a barrage of destruction
seemed imminent. However,
only 55 rockets fell in urban
areas. The Iron Dome anti-mis-
sile defense system effectively
disabled many of them.

In the late 2000s, the Iron
Dome system was implemented
in response to the short-range
missile attacks from Lebanon
and the Gaza strip. The missile
attacks put Israeli citizens in
harm’s way and caused many
civilian deaths and large-scale
evacuations during the Second
Lebanon War. When missiles
were smuggled into Gaza, the
problem escalated and became a
massive security threat; one mil-
lion Israeli civilians live in range
of these missiles. In 2007, many
defense ideas were proposed but
the Israeli Defense Ministry
selected the Iron Dome concept,
and since then hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars have been used to
further develop this critical sys-
tem.

During the recent Israel-
Gaza conflict, the Iron Dome
had unprecedented success and
was responsible for saving the
lives of innocent men, women
and children residing in south-
ern Israel. 

Although not responsible for
the initial development, without
the unwavering support of the
Obama administration and the
U.S. Congress, this monumental
victory would not have been
achieved. 

Since 2009, the Obama
administration strongly advo-
cated and supported the Iron
Dome project and collaborative-
ly worked with Congress to
ensure proper funding was allo-
cated to the development of this
system, despite some objections
in the defense bureaucracy. In
2011, Congress approved $205
million in funding for Iron Dome
and later added another $70 mil-
lion. President Obama said,
“This [Iron Dome] is a program
that has been critical in terms of
providing safety and security for
Israeli families.” The president
clearly recognized the signifi-

cance of the Iron Dome system,
and over the past several years,
many American leaders have
echoed his sentiments.

The Iron Dome Tribute event
coordinated by The Friedlander
Group, under the leadership of
CEO Ezra Friedlander, will take
place in the U.S. Senate on
February 27, and promises to be
truly unifying for the Jewish
community. It is a unique oppor-
tunity for community leaders to
gather with members of
Congress and celebrate a shared
triumph. The Iron Dome is a
manifestation of the strong U.S.-
Israel alliance and is something
that those in the pro-Israel com-
munity view as a success.

“I believe that holding the
event in Congress is a true
expression of gratitude on behalf
of the American Jewish commu-
nity and those who value human

life. The way I see it, the Iron
Dome System primarily accom-
plished two significant things: It
played a major role in the Israeli
government’s decision against a
full-scale ground invasion of
Gaza, and it saved the lives of
countless civilians by protecting
them against a barrage of deadly
rockets fired at their neighbor-
hoods and their homes,” said
Robert Rechnitz, Chairman of
the Iron Dome Tribute.

Prominent Democratic and
Republican members of
Congress will unite, along with
leaders in the Jewish communi-
ty and Ambassador of Israel to
the United States Michael Oren,
to pay tribute to the success of
the Iron Dome anti-missile
defense system and celebrate
the enduring relationship
between the United States and
the State of Israel.

“We will also be honoring the
memory of the late Senator
Daniel Inouye of Hawaii, who
earned iconic status for his
steadfast support of Israel and
the needs of the Jewish people.
Senator Inouye was an extraor-
dinary American patriot and
hero who deeply understood the
importance of the U.S.-Israel
relationship. As chairman of the
Senate Appropriations
Committee, Senator Inouye
ensured that America’s staunch
ally, Israel, had the necessary
resources to defend its people,”

continued Mr. Rechnitz. He
announced that Phil Rosen,
prominent leader in the pro-
Israel community, and partner at
Weil, Gotshal & Manges, will act
as emcee, and he also thanked
co-chairman Lee Samson of
Beverly Hills, Jona Rechnitz of
New York City, Paul Raps, and
Stanley Treitel for their leader-
ship.

Many notable speakers will
share thoughts on the impor-
tance of the vibrant relationship
between the United States and
the State of Israel. Speakers
include House Foreign Affairs
Chairman Ed Royce (R-CA) and
Ranking Member Eliot Engel
(D-NY), United States Senators:
Rand Paul (R-KY), Pat Roberts
(R-KS), Brian Schatz (D-HI),
Roger Wicker (R-MS), Johnny
Isakson (R-GA), James Inhofe
(R-OK), Mark Warner (D-VA),
Joe Donnelly (R-OH), and
Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH); United
States Representatives: Joe
Kennedy (D-MA), Trent Franks
(R-AZ), Bill Johnson (R-OH),
Adam Schiff (D-CA), and Matt
Salmon (R-AZ); Ambassador of
Israel to the United States
Michael Oren; Irene Inouye, wife
of the late Senator Daniel Inouye
of Hawaii; and former CIA
Director Robert James Woolsey,
Jr. The former Comptroller of
New York City, William
Thompson. will also be deliver-
ing remarks.

Congress Gearing Up for Iron Dome Tribute

Robert Rechnitz with Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu.

BY SHIMMY BLUM

In the months before last
Tuesday’s nationwide Parnassah
Expo and business networking
event at the Meadowlands
Exposition Center, we had seen
ads, articles, and brochures
describing the event. We saw
words like “historic” and
“unprecedented,” slogans like
“Every stage, every age,” and talk
about Klal Yisrael coming togeth-
er as one.

Now that several days have
passed since the Expo, it is
astounding to see how the organ-
izers’ brightest dreams came to
fruition. Expo director Reb Duvi
Honig says this was possible with
great siyatta diShmaya and the
unwavering efforts of coordina-
tor Mrs. Devorah Wahl and other
team members, as well as all the
vendors, sponsors, speakers and
participants. 

The Expo took place on a
workday, and it was not around
the corner from any of the partic-
ipants. But shortly after it opened
at noon, the lines were out the
door and the 6,000 parking spots
around the Exposition Center
were filled.

Everyone there had an express
purpose in attending, and from
the wide range of people and the
large numbers, it was clear they
thought the Expo was worth their
while. Both vendors and partici-
pants feel that the Expo, b’siyatta

diShmaya, paid enormous divi-
dends. It was a major topic of con-
versation among groups of
Yidden in the days following the
event, with people asking each
other how it went and who they
met, and describing friends’ suc-
cesses. 

The layout of the 61,000-
square-foot space was very
diverse. There were sections ded-
icated to career fields, just about
every industry under the sun,
networking, seminars, and other
activities. However, the diversity
of the crowd was even more
amazing. 

Yidden with full beards and
long peyos interacted comfort-
ably with their clean-shaven
counterparts. Seasoned business-
men mingled with yungeleit look-
ing to land their first job or start
their first business venture.
Vendors ranged from prestigious
corporations like Investors Bank
to frum community startups and
sole-proprietor businesses.
There were seminars and struc-
tured question-and-answer ses-
sions on everything from finding
your first job to growing your
business. 

Participants came in from
across the continent; community
activists from as far away as
Georgia used the Expo to meet
people who could join them in
their endeavors. One out-of-town
guest said to Reb Duvi Honig, “I
was amazed at the achdus I wit-

nessed. The only machlokes I saw
was over whether to daven
Minchah or Maariv at the
minyan!”  

Solid Results
Participants seemed to enjoy

the discussions they had with
panelists, speakers and vendors.
One well-known major business-
man remarked that he had
already met four valuable busi-
ness contacts while waiting for
the doors to open. A prominent
attendee who was in the midst of
negotiations to purchase a major
New Jersey corporation was
introduced to New Jersey Lt. Gov.
Kim Guadagno, who delivered
the keynote address at the Expo,
and the deal is now closer to
fruition. 

“A day before the Expo, I
received a call from an interna-
tional bank asking me to help
them find a qualified business
analyst there,” relates Shea
Rubenstein, a noted entrepre-
neur and director of the JCC of
Marine Park, who was active in
organizing the Expo and deliv-
ered a lecture on business devel-
opment. “A few days after the
Expo, I was consulted by some-
one who was interested in invest-
ing a six-digit figure in a heimishe
company following a discussion
he had with someone in a net-
working pavilion at the event.”

The fact that even seasoned,
well-connected businessmen

found it beneficial to be under the
same roof with thousands of
diverse Yidden is indicative of the
event’s reach. At the same time,
the benefits were evident for
everyone at every stage of the
business and career spectrum.

Several companies collected
resumes for job openings and met
the candidates in person, making
it easier to decide who the most
suitable employees will be. Even
those job seekers who did not
manage to find a job at the Expo
heard valuable advice from
experts and made contact with
community organizations in the
field. 

Rabbi Zisha Novoseller of
Emergency Parnassah Initiative
(EPI) remarked that he spoke to
over 30 people who had viable
business ideas and that his organ-
ization could possibly help
launch them. 

A kollel wife remarked that she
had spoken to over 50 serious
contacts at her booth during the
day and that her business will
benefit immensely, iy”H, if only
10 percent of them end up mate-
rializing. 

Berel Sasson, an account exec-
utive with Fidelity Payment
Service, marveled at how many
potential customers he met at the
Expo, many of whom came over
to the company’s booth to inquire
about its services. In a few short
days, he said, several new clients
he has contacted have signed up

for service, baruch Hashem. “You
can’t do that with 100 cold calls,”
he said. 

The camaraderie in the air was
tangible. In a beautiful testament
to the achdus and chessed of Klal
Yisrael, complete strangers were
fully at ease talking to each other
and doing their utmost to help
out other Jews.

Even participants who did not
reserve booths managed to net-
work with various people of inter-
est who either became customers
or associates or who helped them
in myriad ways. One participant
relates that he has managed to
land a government contract
through resources at the Expo. A
small-business owner who wants
to sell to health-care facilities
made valuable strides by meeting
other businessmen in the field in
the networking pavilion at the
Expo’s health-care section.

Yossie Hettleman of SmartPay
payroll services has a success
story of his own. Yossie met a host
of potential clients, baruch
Hashem, and has already been
contacted by several potential
clients who were not even there
but heard about him from people
who met him at the Expo. 

“The Expo gave people the
opportunity to form relation-
ships with people that they would
otherwise never have met,” Mr.
Hettleman said, “but its long-
term ripple effect is even greater
than the event itself.”

One Week Later: Parnassah Expo’s Effects Continue to Reverberate


