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was needed. The ideal spot was discov-
ered at the corner of 37th Street and 14th
Avenue. This location was a city-owned
railroad right of way that was chartered
by law, and the purchase had to be
approved by various agencies. Hatzolah
quickly began legal proceedings to secure
the location.

This was not easy. Members and coor-
dinators attended almost 20 public hear-
ings with a variety of city agencies, and
community members from all walks of
life testified on its behalf. For the next
two and a half years, the organization
worked closely with the Police
Department, the Department of
Transportation, Boro President Marty
Markowitz, and various agencies and offi-
cials, navigating a complex bureaucratic
system.

Eventually, the City Council, led by
Council members Simcha Felder and Bill
deBlasio, Boro President Marty
Markowitz, and Community Board 12,
supported the plan. Baruch Hashem, they
all voted unanimously on behalf of
Hatzolah. This is a testimony to the orga-
nization’s unique status in the communi-
ty and its reputation for excellence.

What are some of the benefits of the
new location? For starters, size. The new
building will now be able to accommo-
date many more people for Hatzolah’s
ongoing CME (Continued Medical
Education) training sessions. Members
also attend regular shiurim in the hala-
chos of Shabbos, tznius and medically
related issues, given by the Vaad
Harabbanim of Boro Park Hatzolah, as
well as leading Rabbanim and Roshei
Kollel.

“We have state-of-the-art equipment
and very little space in which to store it,”
says Lazer, a Boro Park Hatzolah senior
coordinator. “We have a fleet of ambu-
lances which are parked outside in the
street, meaning that we waste precious
minutes warming up the diesel engines in
the winter and cooling them down in the
summer every time we get a call. These
are just some of the issues that the new
facility will address.”

Boro Park Hatzolah recognizes the
need for community training and is plan-
ning to run public CPR and first-aid
courses out of its new location. Lectures
and workshops will be offered to educate
Boro Park residents about the impor-
tance of many health and safety issues.

A natural disaster or catastrophic
event is not something we like to think
about, but it’s something we have to be
prepared for. Hatzolah’s emergency staff
must be trained to deal with all kinds of
eventualities. That’s why Boro Park
Hatzolah is planning to include a com-
mand center fully equipped with genera-
tors in its new facility. It’s something
everyone hopes will never be needed —
but it’s good to know it will be there.

Groundbreaking Ceremony 
With siyatta diShmaya, plans have

been filed and approved, and the new
state-of-the-art Boro Park Hatzolah build-
ing is ready to be built. This is good news
for Hatzolah, of course, but it’s good news
for the rest of us as well.

On Wednesday, March 12, Hatzolah
will be hosting a groundbreaking cere-
mony to mark this historic occasion. It
will be attended by the Honorable Mayor
Mike Bloomberg and a full spectrum of
dignitaries and politicians. City Council
members Simcha Felder and Bill
deBlasio, who were instrumental and sup-
portive of the effort at all times, will also
participate.

Boro Park Hatzolah’s Financial Board
has been supportive throughout every

phase of this project. They recognize the
significance of this vital organization and
have risen to the challenge countless
times. On the board are Avrohom
Berkowitz, Abe Biderman, David
Bistricer, Avrum Einhorn, Gershon Engel,
Yitzchok Freund, Yosef Goldburd, Rabbi
Mottel Katz, Yechiel Dovid Landau,
Leibel Rubin, Chaim Hersh Schon,
Chezkel Shimon, Prof. Aaron Twerski,
Yisroel Weingarten, and Moshe Zafir.

“The average person,” says coordina-
tor Lazer, “has no idea what’s involved in
running this organization. They know
that we’re there in under two minutes,
but they don’t understand what a tremen-
dous undertaking this is in terms of train-
ing, equipment and maintenance. We just
graduated six members as ALS para-
medics [Advanced Life Support]. Their
training cost us over $40,000. And we still
have to equip them with Life Pak 12 mon-
itors, medications and more, [which will
cost] $150,000. All this adds up to
$190,000. People take it for granted that
we’ll be there for them, but the truth is
that it’s a tremendous financial under-
taking.” Coordinators add that since
emergency rooms in hospitals are over-
burdened, Hatzolah saw the need for
additional paramedics who have the
training and capability to provide pro-
gressive critical prehospital care.
Hatzolah now has a total of 30 ALS para-
medics.

It’s All About Saving Lives 
“You want anecdotes?” asks Lazer.

“I’ve been a member for 38 years. I could
give you a good couple of hours filled
with anecdotes.” And so could just about
every other member who has witnessed
life-and-death episodes.

But some stories really hit home —
like the story of Yankel (not his real
name.) Yankel was about 32 years old,
with four small children; he was vibrant
and healthy and had the rest of his life to
look forward to. So when he complained
to his wife of chest pains one Erev
Pesach, she didn’t take it seriously at
first.

But when Yankel began to lose con-
sciousness, his family ran to the phone
and called Hatzolah. A crew of volunteers
and medics arrived at the scene, and
after a quick assessment determined that
Yankel had gone into cardiac arrest.
Hatzolah worked quickly and efficiently,
administering drugs and shocking
Yankel’s heart back into functioning a
total of seven times. “Every time we
brought him up,” a member named
Naftali remembers, “he went down
again.”

With his family looking on helplessly,
Yankel hovered between life and death.
The Hatzolah volunteers raced him to the
hospital, where he was shocked another
20 times until he was finally stabilized.
Tests revealed that his arteries were
almost completely clogged, and the hos-
pital staff began an invasive balloon pro-
cedure to open them up.

Yankel is now fully recovered and liv-
ing a normal, healthy life. “If we hadn’t
recognized the extent of the problem and
how serious it was,” Naftali says with a
shudder, “he would have been finished.
With Hashem’s help, we were able to save
his life.” He adds, “It was Erev Pesach. I
almost didn’t burn my chametz that year.”

People like Lazer, Boruch, Mendy and
Naftali have seen it all. They know that
life and death are in the hands of Hashem
but that they have a special mission to do
whatever they can to keep the communi-
ty safe, healthy and vibrant.

“We appreciate good outcomes,” says
Naftali. “If a person lives to escort his
children to the chuppah, that’s wonderful.
That’s what keeps us going.”

For more information about Boro Park
Hatzolah, visit its website at bphatzo-
lah.org. For sponsorship opportunities,
call (718) 871-6644.
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