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Watch our Video 
& Virtual Tour at

www.mprcare.com

• Short-Term Rehab & Long-Term Care

• Under Frum Ownership & Operation

• Judaic Library for Study and Leisure

• Tehilim Groups  

• Weekly Bikur Cholim Visits 

• Special Shiurim Delivered by Inspiring Guest Speakers

• Special Monthly and Holiday Events

•  NEW! Torah Conferencing Network 
Shiurim for Residents and the Community

• Shabbos Programming

Dr. Zeitlin, Medical Director

Under the VAAD Horabanim of Queens (VHQ)
78-10 164th Street, Fresh Meadows, New York

For further information please contact 
Akiva Goldstein 718.591.8300 Ext. 248

FEATURING

The Chai Traditions Program™
Created in 2004, our extensive experience servicing the Jewish 

resident has  allowed us to build an exclusive community resource

M
MEADOW PARK
REHABILITATION & HEALTH CARE CENTER

STILL JEWISH FAMILY OWNED AND
INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED

GRAVES AND INTERMENTS IN ISRAEL

PROVIDER OF THE OU 

FUNERAL
PROGRAM

IN NEW YORK

Levaya
Call toll-free

1.877.LEVAYA.OU
Executive Offices: 98-60 Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills, NY

HAFTR high school announced the upcoming pro-
duction of “Irena’s Vow,” written by Dan Gordon, di-
rected by Jennifer Winkler and featuring the HAFTR 
Players. The play is scheduled to run on Saturday 
evening, April 30 at 9:30 p.m. in the HAFTR high 
school auditorium, on the eve of Holocaust Remem-
brance Day (Yom HaShoah). A second performance 
was added for Sunday, May 1 at 2 p.m.

Set during the Nazi occupation of Poland, “Ire-
na’s Vow” is based on the real life experiences of Ire-
na Gut Opdyke, a Polish Catholic who was forced to 
work as a housekeeper for the highest-ranking Ger-
man major in Tarnopol, Poland. Over a two-year pe-
riod, Irena risked her own life in order to conceal 12 
Jewish refugees. All the while, Irena knew that their 
lives depended on her every decision.

The cast and crew of “Irena’s Vow,” who portray 
characters ranging from the eponymous Irena to the 

heartless Nazi Rokita, concur. “I have been in sever-
al productions over the years,” said Robyn Steiner-
man, a senior at HAFTR. “I can say I have always 
enjoyed what we do and have been proud of the re-
sults. But, this play ... it is so much more … person-
al? I think so. Important? Defi nitely.”

“What is incredible about this play,” explained 
Jacqui Geller, a HAFTR Player for the past four 
years, “is that the protagonist is a Christian wom-
an. Almost all of the stories I’ve read, or plays I’ve 
seen about the Holocaust, are told from the perspec-
tive of the Jews or righteous gentiles who are male. 
What I found fascinating is that Irena had nothing 
to gain and everything to lose by hiding ‘her Jews’. 
It is important to convey to the audience that she 
was solely guided by her conscience and her faith.”

Tickets are available by reservation or at the door. 
Call 516-476-1212 to reserve your tickets today.

Ezra Academy’s mock trial team is the Queens 
champion, advancing this week into round 6 of the 
New York State Bar Association High School Mock 
Trial competition. Ezra Academy’s legal studies pro-
gram, a full program encompassing coursework and 
extracurricular activities, has also featured match-
es for its junior debate team, a place in the top fi ve 
for its stock market team, honorable mention for its 
model congress and a semi-fi nalist placement in the 
Plainview-Old Bethpage Annual Moot Competition.

Ezra Academy in Forest Hills, Queens, is a junior 
and senior high school that specializes in working 
with a full range of students, including late start-
ers in Jewish education, al-
lowing them to pursue their 
Jewish education at any lev-
el while following the NYS 
mandated course of college 
preparatory studies. 

Under the direction of 
Sima Fish, Esq., the school 
now offers a law sequence 
which includes introduction 
to law, business law, crimi-
nal justice, comparative law, 
constitutional law, contem-
porary legal issues, rheto-
ric, forensics and political 
science. Fish, who is a mem-
ber of the Bar of the State of 
New York, also directs Ezra 
Academy’s debate, mock tri-
al, moot court, extemporane-
ous speaking, fed challenge, 
euro challenge, internation-
al law, model un, forensic 

science, model congress and stock market teams. 
These teams compete with both yeshivas and public 
schools from all over New York State. Many of her 
Ezra students have gone on to law school and legal 
careers. According to Rose Hakimian, Ezra class of 
‘06, currently in Hofstra Law School, “The fi rst time 
I spoke at a podium at the Ezra Academy moot court 
competition, I knew law was the career path I want-
ed to pursue. The lessons I learned from Ms. Fish 
have given me an advantage against my colleagues 
in law school.”

For information about the school or to apply, call 
718-263-5500 or see www.EzraAcademy.org.

Sparks, an organization founded by Esther 
Kenigsberg, with the mission of combating and rais-

ing awareness relating to women who suffer from 
postpartum depression and related illnesses, paid 

tribute to several 
business and reli-
gious leaders, in-
cluding Rabbi Dr. 
Elie and Esti Aba-
die, Rafi  and Ruth-
ie Fouzailoff, Rabbi 
Joel Eisdorfer, Rab-
bi Naftali Horow-
itz, Susan Stone, 
Yossi Itzkowitz and 
Suri Krauss in a 
tribute luncheon 
held in the U.S. 
Capitol in Wash-
ington, DC.

The honorees 
accepted appreci-
ation awards from 
leading members 
of Congress and Es-
ther Kenisgsberg in 
acknowledgement 
of the dedication 
they show Sparks.

Queens & Long Island
HAFTR Players Present ‘Irena’s Vow’

Ezra Academy – Mock Trial Champions

Sparks Pays Tribute To Honorees On Capitol Hill


