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A tragedy in our community!  
“He was such a nice person.”

“He worked so hard.” “He really
loved his kids.” “He lived for
chessed.” “He was so normal.”
“His kids are so young.”

These were just a few of the
comments that Flatbush resi-
dents heard after the untimely
passing of Reb Moishe, z”l (name
has been changed). Moishe was a
fixture in the Flatbush communi-
ty. His ready smile, cheerful dis-
position and listening ear made
him a friend to all. Hard-working
and responsible, Moishe owned a
small business. Together with,
ybl”c, his wife, they built a Torah
home. Their children were in
yeshivah and the tuition was paid.
The mortgage on his one-bed-
room co-op was paid. His health
insurance was paid. And yes, to
the extent that he could afford, he
did have life insurance. 

Moishe had a regular seder in
Maseches Brachos and Moishe
was a baal chessed par excellence.
No request of him was too great.
He’d open his home to guests for
months at a time; he’d provide
free or low-cost services to needy
people and he’d always go the
extra yard for his customers. 

And then came the challenge.
Moishe was diagnosed with the
dreaded disease. The doctors told
him that there was not much
hope. Moishe asked the doctor,
“Are you done with the bad
news?” The doctor said, “Yes.”
“Well, then,” said Moishe, “I’ve
just learned this Gemara,” and
Moishe proceeded to say the
brachah of Hatov v’hameitiv.

Now Moishe is learning
Maseches Brachos in the Yeshivah
shel Maalah. And his almanah
and yesomim need us! The
almanah works a full day in
Manhattan. Together, they had
made ends meet. But now,
Moishe is gone. His business was
lost during his seven-month bat-
tle with the malach hamaves. We
can’t heal their loss. We won’t
replace a father’s gentle touch or
encouraging smile. But we can
provide stability for these

yesomim!
Under the direction of Rabbi

Meir Platnick, Rav of K’hal
Kesser Yisroel Mordechai, a
group of askanim has joined to
raise money to provide for the
yesomim. The goal? To give the
yesomim basic necessities so that
they can rebuild their shattered
lives. Every penny of this collec-
tion goes to the almanah and her
children. The steering committee
members, Rabbi Platnick,
Binyomin Berger, Yechiel
Eisenstadt and Chezky
Berkowitz, are experienced
askanim and businessmen who
are personally involved. 

The steering committee has
assigned an accountant to work
with the almanah on her budget.
This accountant will deal with all
bills and financial issues so that
the almanah can focus on raising
her children and doing her own
job. The steering committee is
working with supermarkets to
provide food at sharply discount-
ed rates. There are strong
accounting controls over the
monies raised, including two sig-
natures required to disburse
money. All of this time and effort
is well spent; to the greatest
extent possible, it will enable the
children to live a normal life. 

One last critical point.  Moishe
had no social parachute to help
him. Moishe used to send his
family money; they are not in a
position to help. It is up to all of
us, the community, to pitch in and
give the almanah and yesomim a
chance at a financially stable life. 

A community member has
pledged to match every donation
of $50 or more. Can you please
send in your generous donation
today and give the yesomim a
chance?

Tax-deductible donations can
be made payable to Kesser
Yesomim and mailed to Rabbi
Meir Platnick, 1411 East 16th
Street, Brooklyn, NY 11230. 

For credit card donations or
for more information please call
718-509-9166 or email kesserye-
somim@gmail.com.

Keren Yesomim

L-R: Ezra Friedlander, CEO, The Friedlander Group; Rabbi Dr. Elie Abadie,
Congregation Edmond J. Safra; Rabbi Joseph Potasnik, Executive Vice
President, New York Board of Rabbis;  James Woolsey, former CIA Director;
Meir Gurvitz, the new Chairman of Zaka Int’l; Malcolm Hoenlein, Executive
Vice Chairman, Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations;
Menachem Langer, Zaka Int'l Board Member; Yotam Goren, Permanent
Mission of Israel to the U.N.; Zvi Gluck, Director of Operations for Zaka Int'l;
Akiva Grunewald, Board Member.

Chairman Gurvitz Instated in
Zaka International

BY SHAINDY KLEINMAN

Shemiras halashon awareness
takes center stage in Boro Park
once again in commemoration
of Chedva Silberfarb’s 24th
yahrtzeit. Chedva’s legacy of
pure speech remains vibrant,
and the impact of her hearten-
ing words of emunah and mussar
still strengthens us.

Chedva passed away at the
age of 27 just as Chanukah
approached, prompting her hus-
band to comment at her levayah
that 27 has the same numerical
value as the word zach, meaning
“pure.” Her soul was like a pure
flask of olive oil summoned to its
Maker to light the ner tamid.

A gathering of women and
girls will take place l’iluy nish-

mas Chedva Fraida Basya bas
Reb Yitzchok, ybl”c, at 8:45 p.m.
sharp on Friday night, 13
Kislev/November 15, at Bais
Yaakov of Boro Park, 1371 46th
Street. The gathering will take
place on the D floor, three flights
up.

Mrs. Miryam Swerdlov,
renowned speaker, teacher and
life coach, will inspire the audi-
ence with a shiur called “Ahavas
Yisrael: Love Every Jew and
Show It Too.” The gathering will
be enhanced by singing lichvod
Shabbos. Kumzitz booklets will
be distributed. 

Chedva planted the seeds of
the shemiras halashon revolu-
tion, and we have been reaping
the rewards. She taught us not
only to refrain from speaking

lashon hara but demonstrated
by her example the benefits of
ahavas Yisrael.

The Leil Shemiras Halashon
is sponsored by the Loshon Tov
Club, an active program head-
quartered in Bais Yaakov of Boro
Park. Membership is free.
Approximately 4,700 members
have enrolled since the program
was established 17½ years ago.
Children in grades three to five
from a dozen Brooklyn schools
participate; they receive a mem-
bership card and collect Loshon
Tov Club stubs to win valuable
prizes. Chofetz Chaim awards
are presented to active partici-
pants.

May we all have the merit to
bask in the shining, spiritual
glow of pure speech.

Remembering Chedva Silberfarb, a”h,
On Her 24th Yahrtzeit

BY CHANI KURTZ

Shabbos-afternoon fun with
friends, exciting games and spir-
ited group leaders, Motzoei
Shabbos events and activities —
these are only some of the bene-
fits offered by Bnos Agudas
Yisrael. 

For over 70 years, Bnos has
been committed to providing
wonderful experiences for our
daughters in line with the strong
Torah values for which Agudas
Yisrael is known. And while Bnos
Agudas Yisrael’s values never
change, its efforts to improve its
programs are constantly evolv-
ing.

Introducing Bnos One-on-
One Big Sister–Little Sister pro-
gram, the most recent addition to
its impressive program lineup.
The program, funded by the
Center for Jewish Family
Life/Project YES, is now run in
more than 60 schools, with over
600 girls participating. Each
Little Sister, usually in sixth, sev-
enth or eighth grade, is paired
with a Big Sister in 11th grade or
older. Each pair gets together
once a week throughout the year
to relax, shmooze, or enjoy a fun
activity of their choice. 

In today’s fast-paced society,
time for socializing and fun is
becoming increasingly rare. The
sit-down dinners that most of us
enjoyed growing up are now the
exception rather than the rule as
families try to adapt to over-
loaded schedules. In this climate,
Bnos One-on-One has stepped in
to promote wholesome fun in a
wholesome environment. For
one magical hour every week,
Little Sisters in the metropolitan
area can count on the undivided
personal attention of an older
friend, rain or shine.

In addition to the weekly get-
togethers, there are other excit-
ing and innovative activities for
the Big and Little Sisters.
Motzoei Shabbos events, crafting

workshops and Purim chagigos
serve to cement the facets of this
program into a cohesive whole.
Bnos One-on-One combines its
unique program flexibility and
the individual attention of the
Big Sister–Little Sister program
with the achdus and group spirit
of the Bnos Shabbos program.

Before their first meeting with
their Little Sisters, the Big Sisters
attend a professional training
workshop given by experienced
individuals in the chinuch and
human services arena. The
leader explains the goals and
methods of the program and
describes common situations
that Big Sisters may encounter
during the time they spend with
their new “siblings.” 

In addition, every community
has an adult coordinator who
serves as a liaison between the
parents of the Little Sister and
her Big Sister, ensuring a smooth
alliance.  

Those who participate in the
program benefit in many ways.
Parents of Big and Little Sisters
are thrilled with the program,

and the participating schools are
delighted as well. The Little
Sisters thrive under the care of
the older students, and the Big
Sisters have the opportunity to
use their leadership and mentor-
ing skills, becoming role models
for their young charges. The
growth and chizuk that evolve
from this program are amazing,
with Little and Big Sisters build-
ing warm memories and strong
relationships.

“We are very excited by the
growth and impact of this incred-
ibly effective undertaking,” said
Chana Baila Hass, director of
Bnos Agudath Israel of America,
“and now, with the new grant
that we have received from the
Covenant Foundation, we look
forward to growing Bnos One-
on-One into a national and even
international program that will
have a positive impact on the
next generation of Klal Yisrael.”

For more information about
the Bnos One-on-One program
in your area, please contact the
Bnos Agudas Yisrael office at
(212) 797-9000, ext. 273.

Between Teens and ’Tweens
Bnos One-on-One is off to a great start

Wednesday, Nov 20th

Call 718-305-5266
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Last week was a special occa-
sion for two learning programs
whose fixed schedules over-
lapped for a day, which happens
only once every 3,163 days (8.7
years). Daf Yomi, which began
in 1923, is currently in its 13th
cycle. Daf Hashovua, also
known as Daf-a-Week, began in
2005, at the start of Daf Yomi’s
12th cycle. It follows the Daf
Yomi calendar at a slower pace,
allowing for more in-depth
study and review. 

Daf Hashovua has grown
steadily since it was estab-
lished, spreading to cities
across North America. In addi-
tion to the many shiurim avail-
able through the program,
there are also weekly optional
bechinos to help participants
master the intricacies of the
daf. 

Three joint Daf Yomi–Daf
Hashovua shiurim were
arranged to mark the occasion
of the overlap. In the morning,
Rabbi Yitzchok Weinstein,
Rosh Mesivta at Yeshivas
Kesser Torah of Monsey, deliv-
ered his weekly Sunday-morn-
ing Daf-a-Week shiur. A master
at clarifying difficult sugyos,
Rabbi Weinstein has helped
many understand the underly-
ing principles of the subject at
hand. Often they leave the shiur
having unearthed a chiddush
that was just beneath the sur-
face. 

In the evening, noting the
special confluence of the two
learning programs, Rabbi
Shlomo Gottesman, editor of
the Yeshurun Torah Journal,

discussed the features and ben-
efits of the programs, highlight-
ing the desirability of master-
ing the Talmud’s breadth
through Daf Yomi and its depth
through Daf Hashovua. 

Rabbi Gottesman supplied
the historical context of the
decision to include the
Yerushalmi maseches Shekalim
in the Talmud Bavli, and he
concluded with a brilliant shiur
on the principle of “v’heyisem
nekiyim,” the importance of not
allowing oneself to be mis-

judged. 
Participants were also privi-

leged to hear from Rabbi Moshe
Bloch, author of the sefer
Mechokek Safun on maseches
Shekalim and other masechtos.
He continued where Rabbi
Gottesman left off, delivering a
remarkable shiur explaining a
difficult Rambam on the con-
cept of “v’heyisem nekiyim.” 

Video and audio shiurim can
be accessed at dafaweek.com, by
emailing info@dafaweek.com,
or by calling (718) 376-9663.

Two Learning Programs Intersect

BY L. FISCHER

Last week was full of work
and pressure for me. I had a lot
of college work to do, plus the
million little jobs that come
with life as a post-seminary girl.
There was nothing unusual
about that. What was different
was the weekend, which I spent
on a post-seminary Shabbaton
in the Swiss Alps, Lechu
V’Nelcha-style.

Two of my friends planned
this event on their own initia-
tive and encouraged a number
of other girls to contribute. We
all went to work, organizing the
catered meals, baking cakes and
desserts, dreaming up enter-
taining games and designing
beautiful posters and table dec-
orations. It was wonderful to
work hard together to arrange
this grand event.

The theme we chose was
“Bilvavi Mishkan Evneh: Under
Construction.” We had invited
Rebbetzin Dinah Fink of the
United States to speak to us and
conduct inspirational work-
shops. We were looking forward
to spending a relaxed but mean-
ingful Shabbos with friends we
see much too infrequently. Our
expectations were high, but no

one was disappointed.
On Erev Shabbos Parashas

Toldos, we boarded the bus to
Mörlialp, a tiny mountain resort
in Obwalden, Switzerland.
Kabbalas Shabbos was a haunt-
ingly beautiful introduction to a
stimulating weekend. Rebbetzin
Fink spoke beautifully about
awareness of our tafkid, encour-
aging us to remain firm in our
avodah and not to risk discon-
necting even for a moment. We
felt she had made our path
clearer and given us direction. 

On Shabbos morning we
were treated to another inspir-
ing shiur. Many silent questions
were answered, many prayers
soundlessly offered, many tears
of emotion furtively wiped
away.

After a brief afternoon rest,
we were back for seudah shel-
ishis, a highlight of kedushah.
Rebbetzin Fink spoke of a dif-
ferent mishkan — the concrete
one we will build when we
establish our own homes. The
talk was followed by a heart-
warming kumzitz full of beauti-
ful songs expressing our desire
for closeness and completion. 

We enjoyed the melaveh
malkah with light hearts and
satisfied minds. The night

stretched out with discussion
and activities.

We spent Sunday morning
packing, cleaning and sharing
ideas. After a hearty breakfast,
the shiur preidah tied up all the
loose ends into a neatly
wrapped package of knowledge
and inspiration. We were moti-
vated to take our next steps,
however small they might be, in
the right direction. After such a
Shabbaton, we could not possi-
bly fail.

We left Mörlialp with a sense
of purpose, greatly pleased with
what we had created. We were
grateful to the organizers and
impressed with the results of
our unity and combined efforts.
We returned to day-to-day life
confident, full of the energy we
need to construct our everlast-
ing mishkanos.

It is my hope that readers will
be inspired to take the lead and
recreate this amazing opportu-
nity for the young women of
their hometowns. In the days of
concentration offered by such a
Shabbaton lies the hidden might
we need to transform our lives
and to keep ourselves headed in
the right direction as we navi-
gate the hectic whirlwind of
incessant struggle.

Lechu V’Nelcha in Switzerland

Rabbi Bloch Rabbi Gottesman

Rabbi Weinstein

The curtains are drawn. The
lights are out in all rooms except
for the kitchen. Although the
house is spotless it feels sticky
with sadness. Shifra enters
through the front door and
drops her bag in the closet. She’s
careful not to make any sound as
she heads for the kitchen to fix
herself something for dinner. At
25 and still single, you want to be
as inconspic-
uous as pos-
sible. 

Her par-
ents are dis-
traught  as
they envi-
sion their daughter wilting away
in her lonely world. Her family
sighs and wonders if the
moment will ever arrive, and her
friends avoid meeting her.

The voicemail button flickers
red on the cordless. Shifra press-
es down on it. 

“Hi, Mrs. Weber. Baila Taub
here. I was just thinking of a very
passige shidduch for your Shifra.
I think it may be interesting.
Give me a call back, when you
can.”

Shifra feels suddenly warm; a
sense of hope fills her heart.
Someone actually thought about
me. People still remember me. 

Baila brought light into
someone’s life; she helped Shifra
out of her hopelessness. Her idea
whispers a promise. Baila is the
angel the Webers have been
dreaming of. She acknowledges
Shifra’s fears, she gently corrects
her misconceptions and prods
her forward. Baila holds Shifra’s
hand and guides her to find the
happiness she dreams of.

Be Hopeful
Hope comes to places  where

hope is allowed. Shifra is now
the proud bearer of a diamond
ring. When the diamond catches
the light, her face glows like the
face of a child. Now looking back,
the Webers can see how they
would have done things differ-
ently. They encourage parents to
listen to suggestions even bbeeffoorree

their child is
ready or
home for the
zman. Be
p r o a c t i v e ,
allow the sug-
gestions to

come in and greet them with
positivity. When a parent
encourages the shadchan to
keep on calling, they give hope a
chance.

Many of our Gedolim strongly
encourage and support Project
Diamond Ring. Our Gedolim
stress the importance of feeling
another’s pain and remember-
ing someone in their time of
need. The achdus generated
when an individual takes the
time to think about another Yid
is enough to split the sea. 

Our nation is wired with
strong connection and feeling
for our brethren. By making a
phone call, proposing a sugges-
tion or simply keeping every sin-
gle boy and girl we know in
mind, we partner with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu to give
every Yid a chance to dance at
their very own wedding.
Together we must think about
our friends and neighbors and
be there for them until they
break the plate: Mazel Tov! 

Project Diamond Ring


